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BILL SUMMARY

e Prohibits public schools from utilizing, at any time during a student's academic
career, a student's score on any elementary-level state assessment or high school
end-of-course examination that is administered in the 2014-2015 year school as a
factor in any decision to (1) retain the student, (2) promote the student to a higher
grade level, or (3) grant course credit.

e Prohibits the release of individual student scores on the state elementary
assessments and high school end-of-course examinations administered in the 2014-
2015 school year, except to a student's school district or school or to a student or
student's parent or guardian.

e Authorizes a student to take an end-of-course examination at a later time in the
student's academic career if the student did not take, for any reason, an end-of-
course examination on that examination's scheduled administration date.

e Authorizes a student to retake an end-of-course examination at any time during the
student's academic career.

e Requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules to implement the bill's
provisions regarding the retaking and excused delay in taking of the end-of-course
examinations.

e Declares an emergency.

" This analysis was prepared before the report of the House Education Committee appeared in the House
Journal. Note that the list of co-sponsors and the legislative history may be incomplete.



CONTENT AND OPERATION
Use of student test scores from the 2014-2015 school year

The bill prohibits a school district, community school, or STEM school from
utilizing, at any time during a student's academic career, the student's score on any
elementary-level state achievement assessment or high school end-of-course
examination that is administered in the 2014-2015 school year as a factor in any decision
to (1) deny a student promotion to a higher grade level, (2) promote a student to a
higher grade level, or (3) grant course credit. The bill also prohibits the release of
individual student scores on those assessments and examinations administered in the
2014-2015 school year, except to a school district or school or to a student or student's
parent or guardian.!

The bill explicitly states that the provisions described above do not apply to the
third-grade English language arts assessment that is used for purposes of the third-
grade reading guarantee.?

Retaking and excused delay in taking end-of-course examinations

The bill authorizes a student to take any end-of-course examination at a later
time in the student's academic career if, for any reason, the student did not take an end-
of-course examination on the scheduled administration date. The Department of
Education must make available to a student any examination for which a student was
absent. The bill also permits a student to retake any end-of-course examination at any
time during the student's academic career. Finally, the bill requires the State Board of
Education to adopt rules to implement the bill's provisions regarding end-of-course
examinations.?

English language arts assessment

The bill contains a provision that is identical in concept to a current law
provision that requires the third-grade English language arts assessment that is
administered in the 2014-2015 school year to be the Ohio Achievement Assessment
English language arts assessment.*

IR.C. 3302.036(C).
2 Section 3.
3 R.C. 3301.0728.

4 Section 3, second paragraph. See also Section 9 of Am. Sub. H.B. 487 of the 130th General Assembly, as
amended by Sub. H.B. 367 of the 130th General Assembly.
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Background on state achievement assessments

State law, in part in compliance with the federal "No Child Left Behind Act,"®
prescribes a series of elementary and secondary achievement assessments, which must
be administered to students enrolled in public schools (school district-operated schools,
community schools, STEM schools, and college-preparatory boarding schools).® The
aggregate student scores on those assessments are used in computing annual state
report card ratings for school districts and other public schools.” The state assessments
and end-of-course examinations are also administered to students enrolled in a
chartered nonpublic school under a state scholarship program (EdChoice Scholarship
Program, Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program, Cleveland Scholarship
Program, and Autism Scholarship Program).?

Chartered nonpublic schools are not required to administer the elementary
achievement assessments to nonscholarship students, except in cases in which at least
65% of the school's enrollment is made up of students who are participating in any of
the state scholarship programs. Such a school must administer the elementary
assessments to all of its students, but the law authorizes the parent of a nonscholarship
student to opt the student out of the assessments.” Such a school may also be exempted
from the requirement if the school has received a waiver from the Superintendent of
Public Instruction under certain conditions.!

The composition of elementary-level achievement assessments are shown in the
table below.!

IangESgglgi(Segrts Math Science Social studies
Grade 3 X X
Grade 4 X X X
Grade 5 X X X
> Public Law No. 107-110, 20 United States Code 6301 et seq.
6R.C. 3301.0710, 3301.0711, and 3301.0712, none in the bill.
7R.C. 3302.03 and 3314.017, neither in the bill.
8 R.C. 3301.0711(B)(11), 3310.14, 3310.522, and 3313.976(A)(11), none in the bill.
9 R.C. 3301.0711(K)(1)(a).
10 R.C. 3301.0711(K)(1)(c).
11 R.C. 3301.0710(A).
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IanSSgngrts Math Science Social studies
Grade 6 X X X
Grade 7 X X
Grade 8 X X X

Students enrolled in public high schools must take seven end-of-course
examinations in the areas of English language arts I, English language arts II, science,
Algebra I, geometry, American history, and American government.’? In addition,
eleventh-grade students in public and chartered nonpublic high schools must take a
nationally standardized assessment that measures college and career readiness.’

End-of-course examination exemption for chartered nonpublic schools

For the 2014-2015 school year only, chartered nonpublic schools are exempted
from being required to administer the end-of-course examinations, and students in such
schools are exempted from being required to take those examinations.!* After that
school year, a chartered nonpublic school may be exempt from the end-of-course
examination requirement, if it publishes for each graduating class the results of the
required nationally standardized assessment that measures college and career
readiness. That exemption goes into effect on October 15, 2015, but only if the General
Assembly does not enact different requirements that are effective by that date regarding
end-of-course examinations for chartered nonpublic schools.!®
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12R.C. 3301.0711(B)(11) and 3301.0712(B)(2).
13R.C. 3301.0712(B)(1).
14 Section 12 of Sub. H.B. 367 of the 130th General Assembly.

15 R.C. 3313.612(B)(2), (D), and (G), not in the bill.
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