
UPDATED VERSION 
 

Ohio Legislative Service Commission 
Final Analysis Audra Tidball 

 
 

S.B. 117 
131st General Assembly 

(As Passed by the General Assembly) 

 
Sens. Yuko and Hughes, Cafaro, Thomas, Brown, Tavares, Manning, Gardner, Beagle, Hite, 

Balderson, Coley, Eklund, Faber, Gentile, Jordan, LaRose, Lehner, Obhof, Oelslager, 
Peterson, Sawyer, Schiavoni, Skindell, Uecker, Widener, Williams 

Reps.  Huffman, Antonio, Bishoff, Brown, Butler, Ginter, T. Johnson, Kuhns, LaTourette, 
Lepore-Hagan, Schuring, Sears, Sprague, Sykes, Amstutz, Anielski, Ashford, Baker, 
Barnes, Boccieri, Boyce, Boyd, Brenner, Buchy, Clyde, Craig, Derickson, Dever, 
DeVitis, Dovilla, Fedor, Hackett, Hall, Hill, Howse, Kunze, Manning, M. O'Brien, 
S. O'Brien, Patterson, Pelanda, Phillips, Ramos, Reece, Rogers, Romanchuk, Ruhl, 
Sheehy, Slaby, Slesnick, K. Smith, Stinziano, Strahorn, Rosenberger 

Effective date: February 1, 2016 

ACT SUMMARY 

 Designates October as "Rett Syndrome Awareness Month." 

CONTENT AND OPERATION 

The act designates October as "Rett Syndrome Awareness Month."1 

Rett syndrome is a genetic neurodevelopmental disorder that affects girls almost 

exclusively. It is characterized by normal early growth and development followed by a 

slowing of development, loss of purposeful use of the hands, distinctive hand 

movements, slowed brain and head growth, problems with walking, seizures, and 

intellectual disability. Although it is a genetic disorder, most cases occur randomly 
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rather than through heredity. According to estimates available in 2015, Rett syndrome 

affects one in every 10,000 to 15,000 live female births worldwide.2 
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2  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and 

Stroke, Rett Syndrome Fact Sheet (July 27, 2015), available at 

www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/rett/detail_rett.htm. 


